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What is
HEPATITIS B?

Hepatitis B is a serious disease caused by
the hepatitis B virus (HBV). HBV attacks the
liver and can lead to death from liver failure
and liver cancer. Hepatitis B can be spread
from an infected mother to her child at birth.
Most newborns who become infected with
HBV do not get sick at first, but they have

a 90 percent chance of developing lifelong
infection. Hepatitis B is preventable with

a very safe and effective vaccine. You can
protect your baby by making sure hepatitis
B vaccine is given soon after birth.

MAKE SURE YOUR BABY IS
VACCINATED AT BIRTH

The “birth dose” is the first dose of hepatitis
B vaccine given to babies right after birth.
Giving your baby the birth dose helps protect
them from HBYV right from the start. The birth
dose is a safety net for babies, giving them

a head start on protection from hepatitis B.
In newborns, hepatitis B infection can lead

to chronic infection of the liver, resulting in a
lifelong risk of liver damage and liver cancer.
Three doses of hepatitis B vaccine will protect
your baby against HBV. Hepatitis B vaccine is
safe even for premature babies.

Your child’s health care provider may use

a combination vaccine (containing several
vaccines in one injection) to limit the number
of shots your child will receive at each visit.
When combination vaccines are used, your
child may get 4 doses of hepatitis B vaccine:
at birth, 2-month, 4-month and 6-month
visits. Receiving 4 doses of hepatitis B
vaccine is safe for your child.

BABIES BORN TO HBV-POSITIVE
MOMS NEED EXTRA CARE TO
PREVENT INFECTION

These babies need hepatitis B immune
globulin (HBIG) and additional testing at
the following ages:

» Birth: Birth dose of hepatitis B vaccine
AND a dose of HBIG within 12 hours of birth

* 1-2 months: 2nd dose of HBV vaccine
* 6 months: 3rd dose of HBV vaccine

* 9-12 months: Have your child’s health
care provider conduct blood tests to



